Did Secret Service agent kill JFK ? 






BALTIMORE (AP)— A Maryland 
gunsmith who has spent years stud}ring 
the assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy believes that a Secret Service 
agent accidentaUy fired the fatal bullet, 
panicing after hearing Lee Harvey 
Oswald's first shot. 

"Since 1969 1 have been unable to turn 
• up evidence which shakes any part of 
’ my conclusion." gunsmith Howard 
Donahue said In an interview with the 
Baltimore Sunday Sun. . ’ 

Donahue accepts the evidence that 
. Oswald was trying to kill the president, 
but he says Oswald’s first bullet missed 
the presidential car, hitting the 
pavement and breaking up in a spray of 
metal fragments. 

"It is a matter of record that five 
metal fragments were picked up later in 
the car," he said. "There is pictoral 



evidence of their hitting the windshield 
and also denting a piece of chromework 
near the rearview mirror." 

Donahue, who has a gun shop in subur- 
ban Towson. theorizes that one of the 
fragments was the 6.5 mm piece of 
metal found between Kennedy’s skull 
and skin. 

**It would sting—as a shot from a BB 
gun would sting— and after having been 
hit, the president could have made the 
exclamation Roy Kellerman said he 
made, *My God. I'm hit.’ " Donahue 
said. 

, Kellerman, a Secret Service agent. 
> was riding in the front seat of the 
* presidential limousine. 

"Oswald’s second shot was the so- 
called miracle bullet which pierced the 
president's back and throat and passed 
through Gov.' (John) Connally/’ 
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Donahue said. 

"Unlikely as it may seem, the high 
velocity bullet would be easily capable 
of doing exactly what the Warren 
Report accepted as actuality," he said, 
adding that the president *couldn't have 
spoken after being hit by the high veloci- 
ty bullet. It shattered his larynx. 

"Gov. Connally recovered from his 
wounds and I think the president could 
have, too, although possibly his voice 
might have been impaired," the 
gunsmith said. 

In explaining the fatal shot, Donahue 
cites the testimony of S.M. Holland, an 
elderly man who saw the assassination 
from an overpass. Holland said he sSw a 
Secret Service man stand up in the 
presidential car with a machine gun and 
stumble. 

Donahue said he thinks the Secret Ser- 






vice man who stood was in the follow-up 
car. The gunsmith said he feels others 
didn't see the man stand up with an 
automatic weapon because he could 
have been shielded by the other nine 
agents in the follow-up car. 

"Did Oswald get off a third shot? If he 
did. it could have gone wild and the shot 
of it could have blended with the shot 
fired accidentally by a Secret Service 
man in the followup car," Donahue said. 

Donahue argued that the two bullets 
which struck the president weren’t iden- 
tical bullets fired from the same high- 
powered Italian rifle, as accepted by the 
Warren Commision. 

The first round passed through Ken- 
nedy and Connally, shattering bones, 
but retaining its original shape. The se- 
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